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Nova Fun! Find the Telescope!

 Inside each bi-monthly issue of the Nova
is hidden a telescope graphic. Find the
telescope graphic and let the Nova editor
know what page and where you found the
telescope on that page and if you are
right, you will be mailed a fun vinyl
astronomy sticker to put on a water
bottle, computer, telescope, Etc!  E-mail
the editor of the Nova, Jenette Scott at
scienceeducator@yahoo.com with your
find!  Good Luck and Happy Hunting!! 

 

T H E  O F F I C I A L  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  S A L T  L A K E
A S T R O N O M I C A L  S O C I E T Y

MOON PHASES

slas.usslas.us

NOVEMBER
(Note: Time is in 24-hour time and 

reflects Mountain Time Zone)
01- First Quarter - 12:37
08-  Full Moon - 04:02
16- Third Quarter - 06:27
23- New Moon - 15:57
30- First Quarter - 07:36
                           DECEMBER
07- Full Moon - 21:08
16- Third Quarter - 01:56
23- New Moon - 03:16
29- First Quarter - 18:20

Did You Know?

We know what the moon smells like thanks to
the Apollo moon landings between 1969 and
1972.  Astronauts that walked on the lunar
surface brought lunar dust collected on them
back into the lunar lander. All 12 astronauts
from those missions agree that the Moon smells
like spent gunpowder.  To learn more about the
smell of the moon, visit: What Does the Moon
Smell Like? - American Chemical Society
(acs.org)

Find us on Facebook!
     https://www.facebook.com/groups/SLAS.Talk/     

https://www.facebook.com/UtahStarParty
https://www.facebook.com/UtahSPOC

I'm the 

telescope

 you're looking

for!!

NOVA

SLASBROCHURE.pdf

Hey teachers! If you are looking for information about space
and games your students can play, visit SciJinks at:
https://scijinks.gov/menu/space-weather/

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/pressroom/reactions/library/what-does-the-moon-smell-like.html
http://slas.us/docs/SLASBROCHURE.pdf
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SLAS  OFFICERS

contact editor: scienceeducator@yahoo.com



The results of the 2023 SLAS officer election are in!
 

Congratulations to:
President:  Don Abernathy
Vice President:  Tony Sarra
Secretary/Treasurer:  TBD (If no volunteer takes this
position, it will be appointed by the board in 2023)
Board Member at Large:  Marlene Egger
Board Member at Large:  Jim Keane

                        



SLAS SPOC and Library Star Party

Schedule

NOVA

General Meeting
Information

Board Meetings are for SLAS Board members and are

open to any member of SLAS to attend. Please note that

only board members may vote at board meetings. Board

meetings take place on the 2nd Wednesday of each

month at 7:30 pm located at the Denny's Restaurant on

250 W. 500 South

Salt Lake City, UT

(we meet in the back meeting room)

 

General Meetings  for SLAS members take place on the

3rd Wednesday of each month (With the exception of

December when the solstice party at the beginning of

December takes the place of the General Meeting ) at

7:30 pm located at

Room TB104, Rampton Technology Building,

Salt Lake Community College

Redwood Road Campus Parking is across the street to

the north of the building. General Meetings are open to

the public.

**Zoom links are available for meetings, contact a
member of the SLAS Board for that information.
Board contact information can be found at slas.us

PLEASE NOTE!

Nov. 09 -Board Meeting
Nov. 16 -General Meeting

Dec. 03 -General Meeting
Dec. 14 - Board Meeting

See the above info for place and times
for meetings and the webpage: slas.us
for more information 

December's General Meeting will be our annual Winter Solstice party.  
Details about this event are located on page 13 of this newsletter. 

 Hope to see you there!! 

SPOC has been winterized and closed for the
late autumn/winter season.  We look forward to
seeing you again in 2023 when we open back up

in April! Keep checking for the 2023 schedule
which will be posted here in the March/April

2023 edition of this newsletter. 



Gabriel Anderson
Enrigque Arellano
Cleveland Karren
Kristina Kimble
Elijaj Larsen
Mary McClure
Craig McManama
Steve Neville
Martin Ratcliffe
Sophie Robertson
Camila Rodrigues
Eli Rupper
Tori Spratling
Elizabeth Todd

SLAS Solar Party Information
 We are done for the season, but we will be back up
and running spring of 2023!!  Stayed tuned right here
for schedule posting! 

Say Hello to Our New
Members!

At SLAS, We:
*Promote astronomy*

*Encourage public education
and interest*

*Coordinate activities with
professional research*

WE STILL WANT TO SEE YOUR OBSERVATIONS!

Even though SPOC has closed up shop for the
season and will open again in April 2023, we
need you to keep observing those winter skies
and send us any pictures you take either on
our Facebook page at SLAS Talk or to the
Nova editor for submission to the Nova at
scienceeducator@yahoo.com

CLEAR SKIES AND WARM THOUGHTS!



SLAS!!





Here are a few pictures from the Dark Skies Over Dinosaur Astronomy Festival
near Vernal, Utah which took place September 23 and 24. On Friday night, we were
at Steinaker State Park (which is just north of Vernal), and on Saturday night, we
were at the Split Mountain Campground area of Dinosaur National Monument. 
(Write-up and photos submitted by Garrett Donley)

SLAS FUN



A Message of Inspiration from SLAS Member Jonathan Hanson!

I am relatively new to astrophotography, however, I thought these turned out nice. The Dumbbell
Nebula (M27) was shot from my backyard in SLC (East Bench). This location has significant light
pollution (Bortle 6). Some neighbors think Christmas is a year-round thing, so Christmas lights
galore.  I am pushing an alt-az mount to the limit here. Ideally, I would be using an equatorial mount
(which I have but is much less portable). The very short (2s) exposure is to minimize field rotation
associated with an alt-az mount which can lead to star trails. There was no guiding, just tracking. And
if the target drifted a bit, I would re-center with the plate-solving option of the ASIAIR-PRO. The final
image was a stack (Deep Sky Stacker) of 795 images. Also attached is an image of my setup. Not a
great picture so my apologies.

 I am submitting this with the hope of lending inspiration to those who think city light pollution
might be an unsurmountable hurdle! I thought it might be when I started but reading about other
astrophotographers’ experiences with even worse light pollution gave me hope. It has taken several
years to get here but perseverance pays off.

 I have also attached an image of the Whirlpool Galaxy (M51). Exactly the same setup but longer (10s)
exposures and a different filter (Optolong L-Pro). As you can see, the stars are fatter and sort of
funky looking. This is the downside of the field rotation of an alt-az mount.

 I plan on setting up my equatorial mount (Celestron CGX) this fall to continue with the “proper”
equipment. I am all set up for guiding so will be able to take much longer with fewer exposures.

 Cheers!

Jonathan Hanson

Here is the equipment used.

 Hardware

Telescope:                 Astro-Tech 72 ed ii

Mount:                        Ioptron Az Mount Pro

Camera:                     ZWO ASI178MC

Filter:                          Optolong L-enhance narrow band filter

Computer control:    ZWO ASIAIR-PRO to run the show

 

Post-processing:

Deep Sky Stacker

AstraImage



M27 and M51 taken by Jonathan Hanson, plus his astrophotography set up

  <-- M27 Dumbbell Nebula

M51 Whirlpool Galaxy --->

<--- Jonathan's astrophotography
set up in his backyard.



The next time you go cruising around YouTube, stop off at SLAS member Max Byerly's
channel!  You will not be disappointed! Max is a man of many astronomical talents who
loves to teach others how to use their telescopes and how to capture the night sky
with astrophotography.

Max has a very interesting and heartwarming story about how he started out in
astronomy as a child and his special mentor that took him under his wing and taught
him a wealth of knowledge.  

Max is now, "Paying it forward" and helping spread the joy of astronomy to help others
get the most out of the hobby as well.  

Max has a plethora of useful information for all ages and for shoe-string budgets.  He
also just recently did a video with Mike Clements about his 70-inch telescope that you
won't want to miss. 

So, go check it out!  His channel can be found by typing "Maximum Astronomy" into the
YouTube search bar. 

Check Out SLAS Member Max Byerly's YouTube Channel on
Astrophotography!



A congratulatory shout-out to SLAS member Krista
Lemoine who was presented with three Astronomical
League awards at the September general SLAS Meeting.  
 Krista completed The Constellation Hunter Program,
The Beyond Polaris Program, and The Public Outreach
Program, Stellar Level 2 of 3.  Way to go!!

 The Astronomical League's 2025 convention will take place in Bryce Canyon.
The convention will be held in conjunction with Bryce Canyon's annual

Astronomy Festival. Lowell Lyon is looking for helpers/volunteers to assist with
committees and planning. If you would like to help with the convention and

festival, please contact Lowell and let him know your interest. 
Thank You!



You're Invited!!

SLAS
annual

Winter 
Solstice

Party!!

7:00 p.m.
 Our

annual
Winter
Solstice
party 

with door
prizes!!

 

PLACE:

D
A
TE

:

TI
M
E:

*PLEASE NOTE: Members and guests are responsible
for payment of their own plates. 

Thank You!

*Family is invited!!



More SLAS Happenings 

Need Some Help with Your Telescope? 
Our Own Max Byerly Can Help!

Telescope Repairs and Maintenance:

Do you ever find yourself needing help with your telescope? Maybe something isn't working,
right? Maybe you can't figure out how to get it properly collimated or aligned with the sky? Has
it broken down and needs a fix? I'm here to help! I'm Max and I've been helping people get back
under the night sky for 10 years now. I moved to SLC a few years ago, and have tried to be active
when my work schedule lets me come to events and star parties. I enjoy helping people with
the night sky and their equipment. I know a lot from the basics all the way to imaging faint
targets with a telescope. I'm quite experienced in particular with Meade, Celestron, iOptron,
and Orion/Skywatcher equipment, but that doesn't mean I can't help if you have something
outside of that. I've repaired and fixed many mounts cleaned many telescopes and mirrors, and
regreased and tuned several Goto systems. Just know that when something happens or if
you're not comfortable tackling something, reach out to me and let's see what I can do for you!
Contact: maxbyerly@icloud.com

 
 

Deep Space Object of the Issue
Source: Constellation Guide

Constellations: A Guide to the Night Sky
(Christmas Tree Cluster (NGC 2264) – Constellation Guide (constellation-

guide.com)

Christmas Tree Cluster

This color image of the region known as NGC 2264 — an area of the sky that includes the sparkling blue baubles of the
Christmas Tree star cluster — was created from data taken through four different filters (B, V, R and H-alpha) with the

Wide Field Imager at ESO’s La Silla Observatory, 2400 m high in the Atacama Desert of Chile in the foothills of the Andes.
The image shows a region of space about 30 light-years across. Image: ESO

 

"The Christmas Tree Cluster is a young open cluster located in the
constellation Monoceros. It is part of the NGC 2264 region, along with the
Cone Nebula and the Fox Fur Nebula, and belongs to the Monoceros OB1
association, a loose association of very young stars located in the Orion
Arm of the Milky Way.

The Christmas Tree Cluster was named for its triangular shape, formed by a cluster
of very young stars, that looks like a tree in visible light. It is located in the
northern part of NGC 2264, just above the Cone Nebula. The seventh magnitude
member HD 47887 sits just above the tip of the Cone and the bright variable star S
Monocerotis (15 Monocerotis) is located slightly to the north and marks the trunk
of the Christmas tree. The apex of the tree is located at the Cone Nebula."

mailto:maxbyerly@icloud.com
https://www.constellation-guide.com/christmas-tree-cluster/
https://www.constellation-guide.com/constellation-list/monoceros-constellation/
https://www.constellation-guide.com/cone-nebula/
https://www.constellation-guide.com/fox-fur-nebula/
https://www.constellation-guide.com/cone-nebula/
https://www.constellation-guide.com/cone-nebula/


Pssst! Need a Telescope?

Do you want to use a telescope, but don't have the space for one, or the money for
one? There are a couple of options for borrowing a telescope. One is from our Salt
Lake County Libraries and the other is if you join SLAS, you can borrow a telescope as
part of membership benefits. 

The Salt Lake County Library System

These are the telescopes available to borrow through
SLAS. This program is for members only and can be
obtained through slas.us

S
L
A
S



Celestron XYZ Adapter 
Astrophotography can be a huge and daunting challenge for most people out there who
want to take a dive into this side of the hobby. Luckily if you have an iPhone, Samsung, or
any other smartphone, you already have some of the tools needed to become a beginning
astrophotographer! Pair that with the Celestron XYZ and your telescope and you have
yourself a full machine ready to take photos. Now, not just any smartphone will work. You
do need one that supports Night Mode and has the ability to capture a couple of second
exposures at a time. Most iPhones and Samsungs have been doing this for about 3-4 years
now, so a good chance is you have one that will work fine! You simply attach the bracket to
an eyepiece of your choosing, and then slip your phone into the cradle and adjust the 3-axis
knobs. You will need to get the eyepiece centered over your camera lens for full clarity.
Once achieved you can take photos of anything! The moon, a cluster, Jupiter, Andromeda
Galaxy, etc. Just like with regular dedicated astronomy cameras, the darker the skies the
better for trying to achieve details on the faint fuzzies, but even out at SLAS most of the
Messier objects and such are well obtainable with just your phone and a telescope as small
as 3”! The adapter is the top of the line at $75 but it allows for fully rigid functionality and
ease of use. Become an astrophotographer in no time with this cool gadget! You’ll be
jumping down a rabbit hole, but a really cool one!
Link to gadget: NexYZ 3-Axis Universal Smartphone Adapter | Celestron

Max's Gadget
of the Month!

By: Max Byerly

Photo credit: Max Byerly

https://www.celestron.com/products/nexyz-3-axis-universal-smartphone-adapter


NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER SKIES
Credit: Calendar of Astronomical Events 2022 - In-The-Sky.org

https://in-the-sky.org/newscal.php?month=11&year=2022&maxdiff=6#datesel




Dr. Michelle Lynn Thaller was born November 28, 1969, in Waukesha, Wisconsin.
She has a PhD in Astrophysics from Harvard University.  

From a very young age, she has always been fascinated by the night sky and the
sun.  Her favorite activity to do while growing up was to visit museums and
planetariums.  Carl Sagan became her hero. She even had a picture of him hung in
her high school locker. 

She is very active in her field she has worked on the Spitzer Space Telescope and
even does a podcast with the Spitzer program. She writes monthly in the science
column for the online Christian Science Monitor, and she has been featured in
programs for the History Channel, the Science Channel, PBS, and YouTube. She is
currently assistant director for Science Communication at NASA's Goddard Space
Flight Center. 

She married fellow astrophysicist Andrew Booth on September 8, 2000, and
recently became a widow when he passed away in 2020.

She enjoys what she does at NASA. Her advice to those who want to become
astrophysicists, " Don't be too concerned if you feel confused all the time. Seriously,
I felt very lost through most of my formal coursework. The way science is taught,
where a professor sort of dares you to figure it out on your own, left my head
spinning. If it weren't for partial credit, I probably wouldn't have passed a single
class. I don't think science has to be taught that way, but at this point, it's sort of a
tradition. However, I'm working very hard to try and change that."  Happy Birthday
Dr. Thaller!!

Happy Birthday To:

Astronomer Spotlight

Dr. Michelle Lynn Thaller!!

Photo Credit: NASA



SLAS GAllery
We want to see your pictures!! Please submit your pictures to the Nova

editor at scienceeducator.com

Photo Credit:  SLAS Member,
Jenette Scott
Subject: 
1.) 22-degree halo around our local
star 

2.) The Ring nebula 

Photo Credit: SLAS
Member, Leslie
Fowler.
Subject: October at
SPOC!!

Photo Credit:
SLAS Member,
Max Byerly
Subject:
Wizard Nebula
and
Andromeda
Galaxy
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MAKE YOUR OWN PLANET ORNAMENTS
These cute little planets can decorate your room, be given as gifts, or decorate a tree! 

Adapted from: Solar System Christmas Ornaments - Teach Beside Me

Items you will need:
*Bath bomb mold

(Can be purchased here: Amazon.com: Vivian DIY Bath
Bomb Crafting Mold Clear Plastic Fillable Ball Ornament

Christmas Wedding Party Decor Pack of 15PCS
 

*Baker's Twine or other tying ribbons or hanging hooks
 

*Planet Graphic (Optional)
 

*Non-Toxic acrylic craft paint
 

*Paint brushes

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01N91W483/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=ththmayosa34m-20&linkId=57c94e6c04cf3e7365c1911627131ceb


Other items you will need:
-Covering to protect work surface from paint accidents
-Apron or painter's smock to protect clothes
-Small disposable cup of water for rinsing paintbrushes
-Paper or styrofoam plate for a paint palette 
-Paper towels for clean-up and for drying paintbrushes

Instructions:

1.) Pop open bath bomb molds.
2.) Paint the inside of the bath bomb mold to look like one of the planets in our
solar system, or make up your own planetary look.
3.) After painting, let the bath bomb mold sit and thoroughly dry.
4.) Once the paint is completely dry, snap the bath bomb mold back together.
5.) Thread baker's twine through the loophole at top of the bath bomb. Knot the
twine to make a hanging loop.
6.) Hang up where you like, and ENJOY!! 

(Photo credits: Printablee, Walmart, Etsy, Amazon, and Teach Beside Me)

What is a planet?
"Planet, (from Greek planētes, “wanderers”), broadly, any relatively large natural body
that revolves in an orbit around the Sun or around some other star and that is not
radiating energy from internal nuclear fusion reactions. In addition to the above
description, some scientists impose additional constraints regarding characteristics such
as size (e.g., the object should be more than about 1,000 km [600 miles] across, or a little
larger than the largest known asteroid, Ceres), shape (it should be large enough to have
been squeezed by its own gravity into a sphere—i.e., roughly 700 km [435 miles] across,
depending on its density), or mass (it must have a mass insufficient for its core to have
experienced even temporary nuclear fusion). As the term is applied to bodies in Earth’s
solar system, the International Astronomical Union (IAU), which is charged by the
scientific community with classifying astronomical objects, lists eight planets orbiting the
Sun; in order of increasing distance, they are Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,
Uranus, and Neptune. Pluto also was listed as a planet until 2006. Until the close of the
20th century, the only planets to be recognized were components of Earth’s solar system.
At that time astronomers confirmed that other stars have objects that appear to be
planets in orbit around them."

(Source: Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. "planet". Encyclopedia Britannica, 26
Oct. 2022, https://www.britannica.com/science/planet. Accessed 30 October 2022.)



Become a Citizen
Scientist!

SciStarter: Science we can do together:  ( Sign up at: https://scistarter.org/):  "SciStarter is a globally acclaimed, online citizen
science hub where more than 3,000 projects, searchable by location, topic, age level, etc, have been registered by individual project
leaders or imported through partnerships with federal governments, NGOs, and universities. As a research affiliate of NCSU and ASU,
and a popular citizen science portal, SciStarter hosts an active community of close to 100,000 registered citizen scientists and
millions of additional site visitors. Hundreds of citizen science projects use SciStarter's NSF-supported APIs to help citizen scientists
earn credit for their participation in their SciStarter dashboard, across projects and platforms. These features enable SciStarter's
partners (libraries, schools, museums, Girl Scouts, and more) to catalyze customized citizen science pathways and track and
support the progress of their communities through SciStarter. SciStarter also supports researchers in managing projects, including
best practices for engaging participant partners."  Citizen Scientists are needed for projects in astronomy research. 

Zooniverse: People Powered Research: (Sign up at: https://www.zooniverse.org): "The Zooniverse is the world’s largest and most
popular platform for people-powered research. This research is made possible by volunteers — more than a million people around
the world who come together to assist professional researchers. Our goal is to enable research that would not be possible, or
practical, otherwise. Zooniverse research results in new discoveries, datasets useful to the wider research community, and many
publications. You don’t need any specialized background, training, or expertise to participate in any Zooniverse projects. We make it
easy for anyone to contribute to real academic research, on their own computer, at their own convenience."  Citizen Scientists are
needed for projects in astronomy research. 

National Geographic: Citizen Science Opportunities for All Ages: 
(Sign up at: https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/citizen-science-projects): Search space, help NASA classify
galaxies, measure night sky brightness,  find age-appropriate projects, and teacher resources. 

Citizenscience.gov: Helping Federal Agencies Accelerate Innovation Through Public Participation: 
(Sign up at citizenscience.gov): "CitizenScience.gov is an official government website designed to accelerate the use of
crowdsourcing and citizen science across the U.S. government. The site provides a portal to three key components: a catalog of
federally supported citizen science projects, a toolkit to assist federal practitioners with designing and maintaining their projects,
and a gateway to a community of hundreds of citizen science practitioners and coordinators across government as called for in the
Crowdsourcing and Citizen Science Act of 2016 (15 USC 3724). Through citizen science and crowdsourcing, the federal government
and nongovernmental organizations can engage the American public in addressing societal needs and accelerating science,
technology, and innovation."  Many NASA projects have been listed that need volunteers. 

https://www.zooniverse.org/about/publications
https://www.citizenscience.gov/catalog/
https://www.citizenscience.gov/toolkit
https://www.citizenscience.gov/about/community-of-practice/
http://bit.ly/2BlulAG


Astronomy
Nomenclature

Occultation
"Complete obscuration of the light of an astronomical body, most
commonly a star, by another astronomical body, such as a planet
or a satellite. Hence, a total solar eclipse is the occultation of the
Sun by the Moon. By carefully measuring the decrease in the
intensity of some stars as they disappear behind the Moon,
astronomers can determine their angular diameters and ascertain
whether they are binary systems (a pair of stars in orbit around
their common center of gravity). Astronomers are able to
determine the precise sizes and shapes of planets, asteroids, and
satellites, in addition to the temperatures of planetary
atmospheres, from occultations of stars. During a stellar
occultation on March 10, 1977, astronomers unexpectedly
discovered the rings of Uranus."

Source: Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. "occultation". Encyclopedia Britannica, 24 Oct.
2016, https://www.britannica.com/science/occultation. Accessed 30 October 2022.

OCCULTATION OF MARS BY THE MOON ON
THE MORNING OF AUGUST 9, 2020. Taken by
Ricardo José Vaz Tolentino on August 9, 2020

@ Belo Horizonte, MG - Brazil



SLAS Meeting
Notes

SALT LAKE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
September 14, 2022

Board Members in Attendance:

Aleta Cox, Tony Sarra, Rochelle Tarin, Jeannie Gamble

Other Members in Attendance:

 Don Abernathy, Patrick Wiggins, Joan Carman.  Rodger Fry via Zoom

Location:  Denny’s 250 West 500 South, Salt Lake City, Utah, and via Zoom

President Aleta Cox called the meeting to order:  7:30 PM

Aleta provided an Agenda to Board Members at the start of the meeting.
Aleta asked Rodger if he has anything to report. Rodger listed the speakers coming up. On September 21st, Ashwin R. Vasavada from the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory will talk about the Mars rover missions and their findings. On October 19th, Anil Seth from the University of Utah - Astronomy & Physics
Department will speak about their discovery of a black hole in an Andromeda Galaxy Globular Cluster. On November 16th, Michael J. Malaska will speak
about the potential for life in the deep subsurface of Saturn’s moon Titan. Rodger mentioned that Brent Watson is willing to give a talk next year.
Rodger said he will pass on this information to the person in charge of speakers for next year. Rodger said there hasn’t been much of an advancement
on the Siegfried Jachmann telescope but has a few ideas on how to get started that he will pass by the board later. Rodger said during the previous star
party he was approached by a man from an ad agency who is doing a featured story on a Native American student from Oklahoma, who is pursuing
aerospace education at Utah State University. The man from the agency would like to take pictures of the student this weekend at SPOC. Rodger asked
the board if they approve of them taking pictures at SPOC. The board agreed. 

Aleta asked Joan if she has anything to report. Joan mentioned the QR code goes to the SPOC schedule, but it doesn’t list the library star party on
September 30th. Aleta said she will make sure the library star party is public on the calendar. Joan mentioned she looked through Mike Clement's
telescope and said there was a yellow cast to the image. Joan also mentioned the secondary mirror was very tarnished. Joan had asked Mike about the
problem, and he reported it had not been silvered for two years. Joan asked the board to ensure the mirrors are silvered before opening next year.
Aleta said this cost will come out of SPOC funds and in the past, SLAS bought the chemicals and Mike would silver the mirrors. Joan said the 7 Zhumell
telescopes have been purchased and are stored in her garage for now. Joan said she will put the Rocky Mountain logo and Davis County logo on the
telescopes. Joan will be scheduling a modification session once those logos are received. Patrick asked Joan if Tooele has been in contact with her
about joining the Library Loaner Telescope Program. Joan said yes but they aren’t ready to be a part of the program yet.
Aleta asked Tony if he has anything to report. Tony passed out a report from Nethra Suresh who is working on SLAS’s social media. Nethra’s goal is to
post about twice a week on Twitter and Instagram to broaden SLAS’s social media presence. Nethra is planning on posting SLAS events, astronomy
facts, etc. 

Aleta asked Rochelle if she has anything to report. Rochelle said August’s end-of-month balance was $52,816.59 with 8 new members. Rochelle said she
submitted the IRS 990-N form and emailed it to Patrick to be posted on the SLAS website.
Aleta asked Jeannie if she has anything to report. Jeannie said she has the 2 A frames printed and posters for library star parties. Jeannie mentioned
the social gathering at SLAS happened last star party and everything was donated. Jeannie asked the board if they are still on board with Slastrofest.
The board thinks it’s best to skip it this year and have it next year.

Aleta then went over club business. Aleta mentioned officer nominations are over as of 8/31/22 and voting starts after next week’s general meeting.
There will be a write-in option for all positions. There won’t be a primary election since there aren’t two people per officer position. Aleta said SLAS is
registered to participate in the International Observe the Moon Night during the SPOC start party on October 1st. Aleta asked the board if they agree
with capping winners at 2 prizes, during the Solstice Party, and if their name is drawn for a third prize, they have the option of trading one back in for it.
The board agreed. Aleta asked the board if SLAS should recognize Bruce Grim, who oversaw the Grim telescope, for his 50 years of membership. The
board agreed and Patrick will provide Aleta with Bruce’s wife's contact information. Aleta mentioned that SLAS is receiving an award for 10 years of
night sky education from the Heritage Star Festival and she will be present to receive the award on behalf of SLAS. Aleta mentioned there isn’t anything
on the SLAS website mentioning the library loaner program. Ken said he can put something on the website and add Joan as the contact person. Tony
recommended listing the libraries, their phone numbers, and their website link. 

Aleta listed the upcoming events:

September 23rd & 24th – Heritage Star Festival
September 30th – Bringham Creek Library star party
October 1st – SPOC star party/International Observe the Moon Night
October 8th – Winchester Park sun party
October 15th – SPOC star party
October 22nd – SPOC star party
December 3rd – Solstice Party at Golden Corral in Midvale

There being no further business, Aleta adjourned the meeting. Meeting adjourned:  8:18 PM
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Notes

Salt Lake Astronomical Society General Meeting Minutes
September 21, 2022

SLAS president Aleta Cox called the meeting to order in the Salt Lake Community College's
Rampton Building at 7:30 pm.

15 attended in person.
29 attended online.  

Aleta introduced the evening's guest speaker NASA/JPL senior scientist Ashwin R. Vasavada. 
 Dr. Vasavada presented the Mars Curiosity Rover Missions and findings.

Lowell Lyon briefed about the Astronomical League's 2025 convention at Bryce Canyon which
will be held in conjunction with the park's annual Astronomy Festival. Lowell is looking for
helpers/volunteers to assist with committees and planning.

Krista Lemoine was presented with 3 Astronomical League awards.  Those were for completing
The Constellation Hunter Program, The Beyond Polaris Program, and The Public Outreach
Program, Stellar Level (2nd level of 3).

Nominations have been received for next year's Board of Directors positions:

Don Abernathy for President.

Tony Sarra for Vice President.

Krista Lemoine, Jim Keane, and Marlene Egger for the Board Members at Large positions.

No nominations were received for secretary/treasurer.  If no one runs for that position, next
year's board will appoint someone.

Members can vote online on the club's website (login required) or in person at next month's
General Membership meeting.

Aleta summarized upcoming events as listed on the club's website.

Meeting adjourned at 9:03 pm.

A few members went to Advanced Training at the nearby Dee's Restaurant.
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Salt Lake Astronomical Society General Meeting Minutes
October 19, 2022

SLAS president Aleta Cox called the meeting to order at 7:30.
 
17 attended in person.
22 people attended via Zoom. 
There was a slight delay for what's become the usual technical delays associated with online
meetings.

Aleta said the results of the club's election for next year's board would be announced at the end of
the meeting.  She thanked the members of the Election Committee: David George-Kennedy, Garrett
Donely, and Joan Carman.

She then introduced the evening's guest speaker, Dr. Anil Seth from the University of Utah's
Department of Physics and Astronomy. 

Dr. Seth started by asking anyone interested in helping Dugway Proving Grounds to develop good
night sky practices to contact him.

He then presented "Counting the Unseen: Detecting Black Holes & Exploring the Universe".

Aleta made some announcements.

The final official star party of the year is this coming Saturday at SPOC, weather permitting (it may
not) but some are unofficially talking about opening at least some of SPOC's telescopes the following
Saturday.

SPOC will close on October 31.

SLAS's annual Solstice Festival will again be held at the Golden Coral in Midvale on  December 3.

The results of the SLAS 2023 Board of Directors election were announced by David George-Kennedy:

President:  Don Abernathy
Vice President:  Tony Sarra
Secretary/Treasurer:  None
Board Member at Large:  Marlene Egger
Board Member at Large:  Jim Keane

Aleta adjourned the meeting at 8:52.


