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Please Welcome The Newest SLAS Members!

Densley, Bryon Ray      Bullough, Corey         Marx, Robert            Rinna, Giancarlo       
Schmidt, Katey          Washer, Wayne

Bubble Nebula - NGC 7635 by Curtis MacDonald

http://www.slas.us


MINUTES OF THE SALT LAKE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY BOARD MEETING
13 November 2019

Location:  Denny's Restaurant, 250 W 500 S, Salt Lake City

Board Members in Attendance:  President John Johansen, Vice President Leslie Fowler, Board 
Members at Large Luke Moses and Jim Keane

General Members in Attendance:  Larry Holmes, Jill Lundquist, Charlie Green, Ken Warner, Joan 

Carman, Rodger Fry, Tony Sarra, Patrick Wiggins and Daland Speirs

John Johansen called the meeting to order:  7:00 PM

In the absence of Secretary/Treasurer Denise Larsen, Patrick Wiggins was asked to take the 
meeting minutes.

John said the guest speaker at next week's meeting, Christine Kenyon with Save-A-Star 

Foundation, had requested an honorarium.  John asked the board to approve $100 from the funds 
set aside for guest speakers.  Approved.

John asked about preparations for next month's SLAS Solstice Party.  Luke presented a list of 

items to be purchased for the prize drawing at the party.
 

Joan presented an update on the Library Loaner Scope program, the county library system is 
very happy with the program.  She asked for additional funding from the ZAP account to cover 

the cost of more scopes.  Approved.

There was general agreement that we should cut back slightly on the number of public events we 
do since fewer members have been volunteering to help staff the events.  One idea is to have 

only one star party per month in the Salt Lake Valley during the star party season with all of 
those being held at a single library or a single Harmons.  The board went with the library 

option.  The usual 2 star parties per month at SPOC would continue.  This will be discussed at 
next month's Transitional Board of Directors meeting.

There was much discussion about how to get the word out to the public about SLAS and its 

activities.  Paid Facebook ads do not seem to be helping.

John said he'd like to see SLAS's membership numbers go up.  One idea was having some sort of 
information table at star parties.  In addition to club information a selection of SLAS and 

astronomy themed items might be offered for sale.

Pre-star party dinners at SPOC have been popular in the past.  John suggested making them a 
regular event with 2 scheduled every year.

Luke will work with Jim to get the club's 2020 budget done.  Luke suggested a new budget 

format and the board agreed.

A committee to find speakers for our monthly meetings has been formed.  Rodger Fry will act as 
chair and work with Marlene Egger and John Johansen.  Anyone with suggestions for speakers 

should contact any of those three.

John wondered if the club's constitution should be changed to allow longer terms for board 
members.



John noted a problem he's been having with adapting the club's laptop computer to the system 
used at the venue where our general meetings are held.  He said a VGA to HDMI adapter should 

help.

Luke reported SLAS has a new insurance agent and that he'd be meeting with the new agent soon 
to discuss the club's coverage.

Rodger (SPOC Director) said he'd be scheduling a SPOC Committee meeting soon to go over plans 
for next year.

Joan said there will be a meeting in January at Whitmore Library where all of the library 
loaner scopes will be inspected and repaired as needed before returning them to the libraries.

Ken said there have been no new issues with the club's web site.

Tony said he and the U of U's Paul Rickets recently traveled to the U's observatory in 
southern Utah where they replaced a piece of equipment that had been causing issues with 

running the facility remotely from the U.  Now that that has been fixed monthly remote 
observing sessions with SLAS members will resume and continue monthly.  Members will receive 

advanced notice of the sessions via email.

Daland suggested something be done to make it easier to find SLAS events online.

Meeting Adjourned: 8:36 pm

MINUTES OF THE SALT LAKE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY GENERAL MEETING
20 November 2019

Location:  Room 103 Calvin Rampton Technology Building at Salt Lake Community College

Attendance:  27

Board Members in Attendance:  John Johansen, Luke Moses

President John Johansen called the meeting to order:  7:30 PM

In the absence of Secretary/Treasurer Denise Larsen, Secretary/Treasurer elect John Drabik 

took the meeting minutes.

Introduction of Christine Kenyon, nightscape photographer and founder of Save A Star 
Foundation.  Save a Star was founded to defend, preserve, and reclaim dark skies in the 
Western USA. Christine has received awards for her photography from Nikon and several National 

and International awards.  Her Instagram photos have gone viral for their unique beauty and 
content, and several will be seen tonight.

Christine introduced herself.  A native of Washington, DC, her parents started her on a 
variety of interests, including photography, when she was very young.  Her father was the 

Smithsonian Chief of the Office of Photography, and was also involved in formation of the 
Photographic Society of American. Christine moved to Utah 12 years ago.  One of her upcoming 

events is the Nightscape Conference (Note: the home page for the May 20-22, 2020 event in 
Kanab is http://nightscaper.weebly.com).

Christine's primary equipment are a Nikon D810 and Z6 Nikon. Her primary lens is a 14-24 mm 

f2.8 Nikor, but she uses others, usually in the under 35mm range.  She also described some of 

http://nightscaper.weebly.com/


the low-level lighting equipment that she uses to frame particular shots.  This includes 

equipment from Goal Zero, Neuwer, Lume Cube, and others.  This gear is used to provide small 

("not much more than starlight") additions to the scene so that other objects of interest can 

be seen.  She sometimes uses a Start Adventurer tracker for her cameras, and always takes the 
time to polar-align.  She then went on to explain the three types of formulations that she 

uses in creating an image:

    - Single exposure

    - Blend (sometimes incorrectly deemed a composite): these images are created by taking a 

single "blue hour" (the hour after sunset) photograph, and then waiting for the Milky Way or 

other phenomenon to appear later in the evening.  The camera is not moved while waiting, 

however, the tracker may or may not be used.

    - Composite: these images involve moving the camera, changing lenses, or taking other 

steps that are not taken when a blend shot is involved.  The images are then superimposed.  

She showed an example, with one of her dogs looking up at the Milky Way, and explained how she 

had to stand at just the right spot, holding a biscuit to get her dog to look the right way, 

and then used another image overlay to "erase" herself from the image.

Christine described several additional images, to the delight of those present.  Her favorite 

shooting locations are Valley of Fire State Park (NV), Great Basin (NV), and Devil's Garden in 

Staircase-Escalante, UT.  She also frequents Bryce Canyon, and the High Uintas.  Examples of 

her images can be seen at www.christinekenyon.com.

Christine often researches for weeks or months to determine where she will take shots, such as 

blends.  She visits the sites, finds where she will set up, visualizes the composition, and 

checks star charts and other sources to determine when the Milky Way or other activity will be 

within the desired frame.

She then went on to describe the work of the Save A Star Foundation (SASF).  She noted that it 

involves political, financial, and technical (e.g., smart lighting) aspects, and the 

foundation includes members from the community and industry.  She and others believe that one 

of the keys is the creation of appropriate and realistic standards for communities, and her 
community at Traverse Ridge (Draper) has begun to implement some of the findings with notable 

success.  This includes things like the use of lower temperature (2,500 degree Kelvin, but 

2,200 degree K LEDs are also becoming available and give a nice orange light similar to low 

pressure sodium vapor), instead of glaring high output high temperature (5,000 K) lights.  

Some of the lights in her area even have dimmers now, a surprising change in policy by the 
city.  However, there is still just one light / lumen standard for Draper.  Other communities, 

such as Sandy, have separate standards for arterial roads, residential areas, etc.

However, vendors are not required to adhere to those standards.  Christine described how they 

worked with a gas station and a grocery store to implement dark-skies friendly lighting, and 
the unexpected benefit of an uptick in sales after the new and more visually pleasing lights 

were installed.  This is leading other commercial firms to consider smart lighting.  Christine 

described some of the impact of inappropriate lighting that has been noted by medical and 

other groups, such as the adverse effects on human circadian rhythms, migratory bird flight 

patterns, psychological push-back against LEDs, and general aesthetic responses.  She 
described how, for example, people enjoy a change in light color temperature when getting off 

of a highway (where impact on circadian rhythm may actually be beneficial) to the streets on 

their way home.

http://www.christinekenyon.com/


She feels standards are the key.  This includes the lumens (brightness), use of dimmers and 

diffusers, the color temperature, use of down-lit fixtures, etc.  However, because some 

lighting heads are pre-built and factory-controlled, this is not always possible.  For best 
results, try to align changes to lighting to time frames when a city is switching over to new 

lights for cost, maintenance, or other reasons.  She noted work by the International Darksky 

Association (IDA) in the area of standards as well.

A Question and Answer session followed.  Several website addresses were given, including:

    www.saveastar.net

    www.instagram.com/christinekenyonphoto

    www.facebook.com/christinekenyonphoto

The presentation was concluded, and the President went on to SLAS business.  He noted that at 
the last Board Meeting, a decision was made to donate $100.00 from the Society to the Save A 

Star Foundation.  Other items of interest:

    - SPOC is now closed for the season, to reopen in March

    - Sun Parties at the Natural History Museum of Utah (at the University of Utah), will be 

held throughout the winter, on Saturdays from 12:00-15:00, weather permitting

    - The annual Solstice Party will be held on Saturday, 12/7/2019, at 6:30 PM at the Golden 

Corral on 665 East 7200 South.

    - A Transitional Board Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 12/11/2019, at 7:00 PM, at the 

250 West 500 South Denny's.

    - There will not be a General Meeting in December.  Meetings will resume in January.

Next year, it has been decided that there will be two star parties per month at SPOC, plus 1 
star party at a county library site.  Wheeler Farm and Harmon's will no longer be sites for 

non-SPOC parties, due to low attendance.  Lighting has also been a problem.

The President alerted those present to the Alpha Monocertoid "meteor storm" that will occur 

Thursday night.  Details can be found at https://ksltv.com/426022/mysterious-comet-will-cause-

rare-unicorn-meteor-storm-this-week-heres-how-to-watch/?. Things to note:

    - The "storm" is expected to center on 11:50 PM on Thursday, 11/21, and has a sharp 

"dropoff", so it may last for as little as 15 minutes.  The moon brightness will not be a 

factor (weather may be).  There can be up to 400 meteors per incident, but the storm is not 
consistent and appears only once every 20 years or so, thus the actual results may vary.  

Meteors in the storm will be moving at approximately 141,000 MPH.

Those wishing to view the storm should begin about an hour before the predicted peak in case 

the storm begins early (again, it is based on predictions of an infrequent occurrence).  

[Editor' note: for those not familiar with the Monoceros constellation, it is located to the 
east of Orion, and north of the bright star Sirius.

The meeting was adjourned to Village Inn for "Advanced Training" at 9:00 pm.

http://www.saveastar.net/
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SLAS Member Information

The SLAS Member Information file is available at http://slas.us/slasbooks/NEWMEM.PDF.

Loaner Telescopes For SLAS Members

SLAS has several scopes available for loan to current SLAS members.  Check the SLAS website 
under "Membership Benefits" for details.

2019 SLAS Board of Directors
President                        John Johansen      801.550.0993 jjmagic19@comcast.net
Meetings

Vice President                   Leslie Fowler      801.554.5697 2sistersatstudio32@gmail.com
Publicity, PR and Web Content

Secretary-Treasurer              Denise Larsen      801.913.1622 climberette@yahoo.com
Membership Dues & Renewals
Board Member at Large            Luke Moses         970.376.2529 luke.moses1@gmail.com

SPOC Star Party Coordinator
Board Member at Large            Jim Keane          801.942.3516 jimk@sisna.com

School & Special Star Parties

Appointed Positions
Astronomical League Contact      Aleta Cox          801.966.2636 alc@fredccox.com

Equipment Manager                Luke Moses         970.376.2529 luke.moses1@gmail.com
Historian                        Patrick Wiggins    435.882.1209 4099wiggins@gmail.com
NASA Night Sky Ambassador        Ann House          801.671.8447 ann@annhouse.org

Newsletter Editor                Patrick Wiggins    435.882.1209 4099wiggins@gmail.com
Observatory Director             Rodger Fry         801.288.0851 rcfry@comcast.net

Private Star Party Coordinator   Don Colton         801.571.9757 dcoltonsprint@earthlink.net
Solar Scope Manager              Ken Porras         801.210.8427 kennethprrs@gmail.com
Webmaster                        Ken Warner                      webmaster@slas.us

ZAP Grant Writer                 Jim Keane          801.942.3516 jimk@sisna.com

SPOC Advisory Committee
Chair through  JAN 2021          Rodger Fry         801.288.0851 rcfry@comcast.net

Member through JAN 2021          Rodger Fry         801.288.0851 rcfry@comcast.net
Member through JAN 2021          Stan Eriksen       801.446.1479 staneriksen@icloud.com

Member through DEC 2020          Larry Holmes       801.467.7855 larry@kijoda.com
Member through FEB 2022          Leslie Fowler      801.554.5697 2sistersatstudio32@gmail.com
Member through DEC 2020          Patrick Wiggins    435.882.1209 4099wiggins@gmail.com

Member through JAN 2021          Jim Keane          801.913.7372 jimk@sisna.com
Member while SLAS President      John Johansen      801.550.0993 jjmagic19@comcast.net

Member through FEB 2022          Tony Lau           801.910.2170 tony@waymega.com
Member as Obser. Dir. Emeritus   Bruce Grim         435.882.5237 bmargrim@msn.com
Member while Harmons Rep.        Vacant

SPOC Telescope Instruction Coordinators
Refractor                        Marlene Egger      801.557.4549 marleneegger@ymail.com
Ealing                           Jim Keane          801.913.7372 jimk@sisna.com

Grim                             Rodger Fry         801.288.0851 rcfry@comcast.net
Clements                         Leslie Fowler      801.554.5697 2sistersatstudio32@gmail.com
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Events Calendar

December 2019
07 Solstice Party at Golden Corral, 665 E 7200 S, 6:30 pm
11 Transitional board meeting at Denny's restaurant, 250 W 500 S, 7:00 pm 

View a list of all SLAS events online on the Events Calendar

NOVA is a publication of the Salt Lake Astronomical Society, a non-profit organization. Nova 
contains minutes of meetings, Board member names & contact info, activities, reports and 
special club events. The editor of NOVA is appointed by the SLAS Vice-President. Members are 
encouraged to contribute content.

http://slas.us/CALENDAR.ASP
http://slas.us/CALENDAR.ASP
http://www.slas.us

